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From: Woods, Jim
To: Erikson, Linda
Subject: FOIA-LEPIC 5838; FW: Tribes protest FMC cleanup efforts during high winds
Date: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 12:39:57 PM


 


From: Zokan, Jim 
Sent: Wednesday, April 01, 2015 10:47 AM
To: Thomas, Sally
Cc: Woods, Jim
Subject: FW: Tribes protest FMC cleanup efforts during high winds
 
FYI
 
James F. Zokan
Environmental Specialist
US Environmental Protection Agency
950 W. Bannock St.
Suite 900
Boise, ID 83702
208-378-5691 Phone
208-378-5744 Fax
zokan.jim@epa.gov
 


From: Sheldrake, Beth 
Sent: Wednesday, April 01, 2015 9:56 AM
To: Werntz, James; Zokan, Jim
Subject: FW: Tribes protest FMC cleanup efforts during high winds
 
In case you haven’t seen these…
 
 
________________________________________________________
Beth Sheldrake | Unit Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency | Region 10
Office of Environmental Cleanup
Superfund Site Cleanup Unit #1
p: 206.553.0220 | c: 206.890-1827 | sheldrake.beth@epa.gov
 
 


From: Lizanne Davis  ] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 01, 2015 7:19 AM
To: Sheldrake, Beth; Williams, Jonathan; MacIntyre, Mark
Subject: FW: Tribes protest FMC cleanup efforts during high winds
 
FYI.  Article from today’s Idaho State Journal, as well as video from KIDK last


Non-responsive



mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=2A6DB6C85A5644C392375A4A6096FC79-WOODS, JAMES R.

mailto:Erikson.Linda@epa.gov

mailto:zokan.jim@epa.gov

mailto:sheldrake.beth@epa.gov





 evening http://www.localnews8.com/news/tribes-worry-about-radioactive-
dust-from-old-fmc-site/32118740
Interesting in the video is the footage of Simplot’s gyp stack and not the slag
 piles.
 
Lizanne H. Davis
Director, Government Affairs
FMC Corporation
1050 K Street, NW
Suite 600
Washington, DC  20001
 


 
 
 


Tribes protest FMC cleanup efforts during
 high winds
BY DEBBIE BRYCE


   For the Journal


   FORT HALL — Kelly Wright, environmental waste manager for the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, said
 operations at the FMC site should have been shut down Saturday when wind speeds reached 50 mph.
   “At that facility, the EPA standard and the goal is zero visible dust,” Wright said.
   FMC spokesman Paul Yochum said Monday that air monitoring systems were alerted during Saturday’s
 windstorm, and crews sprayed the site with water to hold down the dust, but construction at the site was
 not stopped.
   “If they were applying water, they should have stopped construction,” Wright said.
   A Unilateral Administrative Order was issued in June of 2013, compelling FMC to do remediation at the
 site. Crews were on the site from September to December, and construction there resumed March 3.
   Crews are grading and contouring the site to allow water runoff to be contained and eventually
 capped.    Yochum said operations at the former phosphorous processing plant is under the oversight of
 the EPA.
   Saturday evening the Tribes issued an air quality warning regarding “a health concern” over radioactive
 material being carried by high winds from the former FMC plant site near Pocatello.
   Monday, Bruce Olenick, Pocatello regional administrator for the Idaho Department of Environmental
 Quality, said air quality standards in Pocatello during the windstorm Saturday were in compliance with
 EPA standards, and Olenick said for some pollutants there could be a moderate health concern for a
 very small number of people.
   Wright said the federal courts have confirmed the tribe’s regulatory authority regarding standards on
 tribal land and said radiological material blowing from the FMC site can cause cancer and asthma. The
 Shoshone-Bannock Tribes want construction at the site to cease during windstorms.
   FMC agreed to cap slag — a waste byproduct from elemental phosphorus — at the former site. But
 Wright said grading and transporting of material at the former FMC plant omits hazardous dust and
 affects air quality within about a 100-mile range, both up and down wind.
   According to a website being launched by the tribes, FMC generated an estimated $100 billion in
 revenue processing shale or phosphate ore into elemental phosphorus over more than 50 years of
 operation. The company entered an agreement in principal with the EPA to spend $57 million to clean up
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 the toxic waste dump it left behind when the plant closed more than 10 years ago.
   FMC project manager Jonathan Williams said Monday that the company follows an approved Dust
 Control and Air Monitoring Plan, with field oversight by the EPA.
   The plan has a goal of no visible dust from the earth moving operations, and water trucks are used to
 prevent and suppress dust.
   Williams said during Saturday’s high wind event, extra measures were put in place to protect workers
 and nearby residents, including consolidating work into smaller areas for more effective dust control and
 shifting work to areas with coarser material, which generate less dust.
   But Wright contends FMC can’t control and contain dust during high winds and it should stop operations.
   To learn more about the tribe’s take on the clean up at the former FMC site, go to fmccoverup.org.









